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S JULY IS L
| By Surprise

A strong hope that the mili-
tary junta will return Greece
ito constitutional, parliamentary
|government, as it promises,
was expressed here today by
lU.S. Ambassador to Greece
:Phillips Talbot.

A top State Department trou-
| ble sgooter Tall)bot adnutted{ P HILUPS TALBOT v !
‘that the U.S. government was|j——— oo IR |
|‘caught by surprise” by the :
jjunta coup last April 21. '

Moreover, he flatly denied smy: ‘/ ' . -

jcovert U.S. hand, such as_CIA,{
in the matter. ‘

TALBOT ASSERTED that
U.S. review of whether or not
to continue the massive thtary
aid program to Greece, in view
of recent developments so0n
will beicompleted.

"-KING Constantine has ac-
quiescéll in the new military
regime, the ambassador said.

n, While Talbot didn’t detail thej

‘matter in a brief interview, the.

: kmg evidently acquiesed be-

cause he had little choice and' e
Isince the junta had pledged it' -
swill proceed with'the new con-
stitution, )

A CONSTITUTIONAL con-
mittee, the  ambassador ob-
served, is scheduled to report
at the end of November and,
thereafter, a plebiscite of. the
people is o follow, a principal
step toward return to consti-
tutmnahty

Talbot confirmed that the re.
. 1gime’s strict (some said totali-
farian) rule has been
‘égpftened.” Press  icensorship,
{for example, has been reheved
he said.

2 SINCE 1048, THE US. has
& o poured more than $3.5 billion
‘ ,;,‘ ! Imto Greece; fiscal 1966 included
: $80 million, $78.7 -million of
. 1«&?" 'whlch was nulxtary

i

# ¢ | The ambassador his wife and
et |son are visiting relatives here:
fe, |Talbot’s mother, Mrs. Kenneth
o 1H Talbot, resides at 4314 N.
20th St with his sister, Vir
< ginia; hls brother, Arthur, llvex
at 3122 W, Sells Drive.
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